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The  Ligeti  Quartet has  been  at  the  forefront  of  modern  and  
contemporary  music since its  formation  in  2010,  breaking  
new  ground  through  innovative  programming  and
championing  of  today’s  most  exciting  composers  and  artists. 

The ensemble has been making waves between classical, contemporary,
and electronic music worldwide in countries such as the UK, Canada,
United States, China, Germany, Denmark, and France.

Highlights for the ensemble in 2024 include the live US premiere of their
latest Anna Meredith album ‘Nuc’ at New York City’s Bang on a Can
Festival, a tour showcasing electroacoustic music by various composers
at the CrossCurrents Festival in Birmingham (UK) paired with the sister
location in Bogota, Colombia, and the release of a new recording with
critically acclaimed singer Lotte Betts-Dean and guitarist James Girling.
The quartet was selected to represent the UK at Classical Next in Berlin.

Having played at landmark venues around the world including Carnegie
Hall, Curtis Institute, Wigmore Hall, Purcell Room, Barbican Hall, and
Kings Place, the quartet also enjoy performing in more unusual places,
previous venues including museums, galleries, theatres, pubs,
planetariums, a fishing boat, and a cave. They have commissioned many
new works and have collaborated with artists from all types of musical
backgrounds including Anna Meredith, Xenia Pestova, Elliot Galvin, Kerry
Andrew, Laura Jurd, Meilyr Jones, Neil Hannon, Seb Rochford, Shabaka
Hutchings, Sean Noonan, Shed 7 and Submotion Orchestra.

The quartet’s most recent album ‘Nuc’ (2023, Mercury KX) is a
celebration of Anna Meredith’s music for string quartet, including
arrangements by the quartet’s viola player Richard Jones. “An album
that continually surprises and enlightens” (BBC Music). Their tour of the
album in 2023 was supported by Music In The Round and Arts Council
England. Their previous album Songbooks Vol. 1 (2020, Nonclassical),
part of a long-standing collaboration with award-winning composer
Christian Mason, explores the way in which the acoustic properties of
the string quartet emulate the human voice through Mason’s use of
extended techniques and unique sound-worlds. “Magnificently vivid
performances… sheer unadulterated exuberance” (Gramophone).

The quartet named themselves after the Hungarian composer
György Ligeti (1923-2006), inspired by his kaleidoscopic musical
outlook and tireless invention. 2023 included many concerts
celebrating the 100th anniversary of his birth. They curated the
“Ligeti Day” at Aldeburgh Festival (23 June 2023) during which they
performed two concerts of György Ligeti’s music and the world
premieres of 15 new commissions including Entasis by Lukas Ligeti
(supported by Britten Pears Arts, BBC Radio 3, the Vaughan
Williams Foundation, and Bourgie Hall).



Nuc
The critically acclaimed Ligeti Quartet perform tracks from their 2023
album Nuc  fusing acoustic and electronic music  for string  quartet by
the Mercury-prize nominated composer Anna Meredith .

The result is a joyful, occasionally furious, never too serious, energetic
yet restful collection of tracks which dazzle with Anna’s signature
compulsive harmonies, rhythmic shifts of gear and sparkling textures.

Created using a combination of 2D animation
and AI techniques, the visual is a compelling,
colourful and hypnotic evolution story.

Nuc is performed amplified with a full
electronic backing track .  The disc was one
of The Guardian’s Top 10 Contemporary
Albums of 2023. 

Bespoke projections  are by animator Ewan Morris Jones, along with a
video for ‘Tuggemo’ featuring a melee of plant, animal and mineral
creations which swarm together as the song swells.

Programme length: one hour, or two x 45 mins with added repertoire such
as Ligeti String Quartets, Reich ‘Different Trains’, George Crumb ‘Black
Angels’.

amplified

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6p8KcoEfkPI


Into the NightDifferent Trains

The Ligeti Quartet bring the now-vintage sound world of Steve Reich’s
iconic Different Trains into the present day with a new arrangement for
d&b Soundscape surround sound. Alongside this poignant work the Ligeti
Quartet present George Crumb’s Black Angels  and tracks from their new
album Nuc,  a collaboration with award-winning composer Anna
Meredith. 

Anna Meredith :  Nuc (selection) 15'
George Crumb :  Black Angels 20'
interval
Reich :  Different Trains for d&b Soundscape 30'

Programme length: one hour, or two x 45 mins with added repertoire.

OPTIONAL:
Ligeti Quartet commission: an accompanying work to Different Trains
(45') from acclaimedBritish composers Mandhira de Saram and Matthew
Calvert

Join the Ligeti Quartet for their new programme, "Into the Night," built
around Dutilleux’s 1976 composition "Ainsi la Nuit". 

Opening with Nørgård’s String Quartet No. 8, "Night Descending Like
Smoke," written in 2015, this piece captures the mysterious and ethereal
qualities of nightfall.  Bartók’s "Adagio Molto," a profound exploration of
night music, sets a contemplative mood, while Saariaho’s "Terra
Memoria" pays a poignant tribute to memory and loss.

The programme culminates with Dutilleux’s "Ainsi la Nuit," a masterful
work renowned for its complex and luminous depiction of the night.
Dutilleux’s compositional style is marked by its meticulous
craftsmanship, rich harmonic textures, and innovative use of timbre and
form, creating a sound world that is both intricate and evocative. 

As ever the Quartet champion today’s music with a new commission,
soon to be announced, also appearing in this programme. Experience the
Ligeti Quartet as they navigate through the depths and nuances of
nocturnal soundscapes.

Nørgård: String Quartet No.8 ‘Night Descending Like Smoke’
New LQ Commission:  5-10 minutes
Bartok:  String Quartet No.5 Adagio Molto, night music 6'
interval
Saariaho: Terra Memoria 20'
Dutilleux: Ainsi la Nuit 19'

non-amplifiedamplified



2025 is the 90th Birthday year of Terry Riley, a composer whose catalogue
of work continues to influence widely diverse musicians and musical
approaches. To celebrate and acknowledge this great composer, the Ligeti
Quartet present a brand new arrangement of Poppy Nogood  - a
cornerstone recording of the late 60s psychedelic era - for amplified
string quartet and dnb Soundscape, alongside accompanying works. 

The quartet have been given exclusive permission from Riley to re-arrange
this iconic piece.

The Ligeti Quartet celebrate Riley’s contribution to the string quartet
canon with a performance of a seminal work, Cadenza on the Night Plain,
which emerged from his early collaborations with the Kronos Quartet in
the 1980s. This partnership became essential to their respective
developments and in this piece you can hear the free-wheeling Terry Riley,
of extended keyboard improvisations, getting to grips with a form loaded
with musical backstory.

Alongside these, they will perform 70 chords for Terry  by Pauline Oliveros,
a close contemporary of Riley’s, whose approach to listening and
improvisation reveals radical new ways of communal music-making.

Terry Riley :  Poppy Nogood and the Phantom Band, for amplified string
quartet for dnb Soundscape arr. by Richard Jones and sound designer Tim
Harrison (1969/2024) 22’
New commission TBC :  10-15’
interval
Pauline Oliveros :  70 Chords for Terry (2005) 10’
Terry Riley :  Cadenza on The Night Plain (1983) 30’

This concert will be presented in D&B Soundscape.
A one hour programme is also available.

Poppy Nogood
amplified

Nature’s Protest

The quartet present three new pieces from British composer Blasio
Kavuma to sit alongside Cassandra Miller’s ‘Warbleworks’, following four
thrushes whose songs follow the harmonic series. 

Kaija Saariaho :  Nymphéa ‘Jardin secret III’  (1987) 18’
Neal Farwell :  String Quartet No. 2, working title ‘Earth Songs’ WP? (2024)
20’
interval
Cassandra Miller :  Warblework 1. Swainson’s Thrush 3’
Blasio: commission tbc 4’
Cassandra Miller :   - 2. Hermit Thrush 4’
Blasio :  commission tbc 4’
Cassandra Miller :  - 3. Wood Thrush
Blasio :  commission tbc 4’
Cassandra Miller :  - 4. Veery
John Luther Adams:  The Wind in High Places (2007) 16’ 
OR  
Wadada Leo Smith:  String Quartet No. 5 ‘In the Diaspora: Earthquakes and
Sunrise Missions’ (2005) 17’
György Kurtág:  Rappel des oiseaux
Cassandra Miller :  Leaving

amplified



Liminal Spaces
with Lotte Betts-Dean

The Ligeti Quartet and critically acclaimed mezzo Lotte Betts-Dean  invite
you to be drawn into the liminal spaces between night and day, where
poignant melodies intertwine with haunting textures.

Their programme delves into the nuances of daybreak, blending intricate
harmonies with introspective lyricism, featuring works such as Dutilleux’s
evocative masterwork ‘Ainsi la nuit’ which explores the mysteries of the
night, weaving a tapestry of darkness and light through its musical
landscapes, and culminating in Schoenberg’s monumental String Quartet
No. 2.

Connor D’Netto Dawn Wail for the Dead 6’
Kaija Saariaho Due Aussicht (version for voice and string quartet) 4’
Caroline Shaw Cant voi l’aube 5’
Caroline Shaw And So 5’
Dutilleux Ainsi la nuit for String Quartet 18’
Interval
Webern Three Pieces for String Quartet and voice 3’ (optional)
Schoenberg String Quartet No.2 Op.10 33’ 

A one hour programme is also available.

non-amplified



Recur

Drawing on minimalism, psychedelia and film sound, recur is a new musical
project led by composer & sound designer Tim Harrison (Black Mirror,
Censor, Flux Gourmet). Its debut LP –  a strange loop  – features
arrangements by Richard Jones (Pulp, Anna Meredith, Pet Shop Boys),
performances by Ligeti Quartet & saxophonist Jack Wyllie (Portico
Quartet, Szun Waves) and mix by Richard Formby (Spaceman 3, Wild
Beasts). 

Recur Ensemble:
Ligeti Quartet
Tim Harrison (electronics)
Pär Carlsson (electronics)
Aram Zarikian (percussion)
Jonny Mansfield (percussion)

Justé Janulyté :  Circle for a Square (2018). 4 string quartets (3 pre-
recorded, 1 live). 26'
Pauline Oliveros :  Environmental Dialogues (1974). recur ensemble: string
quartet, marimba, vibraphone, live electronics. 10'
interval
Tim Harrison :  recur: a strange loop (2023), performed by recur ensemble.
45'

 Available with visuals from mid 2025. A one hour option is available
without the Janulyté.

amplified

Live @ IKLECTIK:

https://vimeo.com/883532419
https://soundcloud.com/user-464149993/sets/a-strange-loop/s-9NRlWW3vwIh




Ellie Shouls, Senior Artist Manager
Ikon Arts Management

eloise@ikonarts.com | +44 020 7354 9199

Contact

Videos
Ligeti Quartet x Anna Meredith: Tuggemo

Ligeti Quartet x Anna Meredith: Nautilus

https://ikonarts.com/
https://x.com/ligetiquartet
https://www.facebook.com/LigetiQuartet
https://www.youtube.com/user/LigetiQuartet
https://www.instagram.com/theligetiquartet/

